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Object: Support letter

In my quality of President of Club for UNESCO in Florence, Italy, I am writing this to express my deep solidarity 
with the Lakota Nation and all indigenous peoples who resolutely oppose the drilling and commercial exploitation 
of “Pe' Sla”, in the heart of the Black Hills (He Sapa).

Club for UNESCO of Florence -Italy has for many years been a signatory of the friendship protocols with the 
Lakota Sicangu Nation and the Lakota in general, through their "liaison assistant and honorary member" in Italy, 
Prof. Dr. Alessandro Martire, and intends to join the strong and determined voice of protest with our Lakota  
brothers and sisters against this desecration of their sacred lands.

In the protocol which have been signed in 2021 in Metropolitan Town of Florence together with UNESCO  
Transdisciplinary Chair Human Development and Culture of Peace we committed ourselves to sustain Lakota 
Nation “in the spirit of UNESCO values, pledging to promote its intents and purposes in the context of respective 
competences in the territory of Florence, in a network with other institutional and associative realities, also in the 
light of what is sanctioned by UNESCO on the subject of promotion and education to human rights with equal  
dignity among all individuals, to cultural diversity and cultural expressions such as source of wealth and dialogue, 
education for global citizenship as respect for the rights of each individual and people in memory of past  
genocides as a warning for future generations, the values of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development.” 

Pe' Sla is not simply a geographical area of natural value; it is the spiritual center of the Lakota universe, a  
sacred site for millennia that hosts ceremonies fundamental to the identity and cultural survival of these people. 
Allowing mining activities or development in this place is not only environmental damage, but also a direct  
violation of “Spiritual”  and human rights,  as well  as a profound wound to the historical memory of Native 
Americans.

UNESCO is the International Organization of United Nations, who first spoke about environment whith Man and 
Biosphere program in 1972,  and to which cultural traditions could potentially relate to intangible heritage and  
the place where this religious and cultural traditions take place needs to be respected. Besides UNESCO 
supports and promotes international Human Rights law, that relates also to the World Charter of All Indigenous  
people.

The protection of Pe' Sla is a duty that transcends national borders: Respect for Sacredness: Just as places of  
worship of other faiths enjoy legal protection and respect, indigenous sacred sites must be preserved from  
commercial desecrations. Historical Justice: after decades of broken promises and violated treaties (such as the 
1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie), the defense of this site represents an opportunity to finally honor the sovereignty  
and dignity of the Lakota.
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Environmental Protection: The Black Hills are a fragile ecosystem. Drilling threatens the aquifers and biodiversity 
that local populations have protected for generations. I join President Kathleen Wooden Knife of the Sicangu  
Oyate and all Tribal Leaders and activists in calling for the immediate cessation of all drilling projects and the  
permanent recognition of “Pe' Sla” as a protected area under the management and stewardship of the Lakota  
Sioux tribes. 

Progress cannot and must not come at the expense of the cultural erasure of an entire Nation and First People  
of “Turtle island” with which Italy has maintained official international relations since 1989.

We feel a moral duty to officially join in support of the rights of Indigenous Peoples and the World Charter of All  
Indigenous  Peoples  ratified  in  Geneva in  2007,  of  which  the  Lakota  were  a  party,  along  with  Professor  
Alessandro Martire and with the support of Italy.

United States have been for centuries the refugee of persons seeking freedom since they were prosecuted in  
their native countries due to their religious convictions, and I deeply hope they could reconsider their choices 
also in memory and in respect of the pillars of their Constitution and Bill of Rights.

I deeply hope that in the name of this values, the United State Government will reconsider its choices and 
consider instead the opportunity to candidate the Black Hills as a Biosphere reserve, a Geopark and a World  
Cultural Heritage sites, since it inspired Lakota Culture not differently to the way Monte Fuji in Japan inspired  
artist, poets and writers in Japanese culture.

Faithfully yours, 

Il Presidente
Dr. Vittorio Gasparrini

Firenze 22 maggio 2025
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